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NATURATL HISTORY. 104

totle, in describing the hippopolamus in his
history of animals, must have said, that they
were natives of India, as well as Ilgypt, if he
had thought that the animal, of which Alex-
ander speaks in his letter, had Dbeen the true
hippopotamus.  Onesicritus, and some other
authors, say the hippopotamusis to be found in
the river Indus, but modern travellers, at least
thiose who merit mest confidence, have not
confirmed this fact ; they ail agree, that this
animal is found in the Nile, the Senegal, orx
Niger, the (zambia, the Zara, and olher great
rivers and lakes of Africa, especially in the
southern and castern parts. Father Boyn is
the only one who seems to insinuate that the
hippopotamus is to be met with in Asia, but
his recital appearssuspicious, and I think enly
proves that he 1s common in #osambique,
and all the eastern parts of Afrvica. At present
the hippopotamus, which is called the Nile-
horse, is so rarc in the lower Nile, that the
inhabitants of Lgypt havenoideact the name.
e is cqually unknown in all the northern
parts of Africa, from the Mediterranean to the
SBamboo river, which flows at the foot of
Mount Atlas; the climate which the hinpo-
potamus acteally inhabits, thercfore extends
only from Scnegal to Lthiopia, and from
thence to the Cape of Good Hope,
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