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110 BUFFON’S

As most anthors have called the hippopota-
mus the sea-horse, or sea-cow, it has some-
times been corifounded with the latter, which
is a very different animal, and which only in-
habits the northern seas. It appears, then, to
be certain, that the hippopotami, which the
author of the description of Muscovy says
are found upon the borders of the sea of
Pelzora, are no other than sea-cows, and Al-
drovandus merits reproach for adopting this
optiion without examination, andasserting that
the hippepotamus is found in the northern
seas: for he notonly does not inhabit the north
seas, but it appears that he is rarely found in
those of the south. T'he testimonics of Odoar-
dus, Barbossa,and Edward Wotton, recounted
by Aldrovandus, and which scem to prove that
the hippopotamus inhabits the Indian scas,
appear to he alost as equivocal as that in the
description of Muscovy ; and I am inclined to
believe that the hippopotamus is not to be
found, at least at present, but in the greatest
rivers of Africa. Kolbe, who says, he has
seen many of them at the Cape of Good [Hope,
aJirs, that they equally plunge themselves
into the sen andrivers, and which isasserted by
other authors.  Although Kolbe appears to be

morc exact than commen in his description of
the hippopotamus, yet it is doubtful whether

he
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