
110 B[JFFON'S

As most authors lmve called the

hippopota-musthe sea-horse, or sea-cow, it has sonic-

times been COnlOUfl(lcd with Ill,,, 1ater, 'liich

is a very diIThrerit animal, and which only in

habits the northern seas. It appears, then, to

be certain, that the hippopotami, which the

author of the description of Muscovy says

are found upon the borders of the sea of

Pezora, are 119 other than sea-cows, and Al

drovaidus merits reproach for adopting this

opi Jon ithout examination, and asserting that

the luppopotanius is found in the northern

seas: for he not only does not iii1iibit the north

seas, but it appears that he is rarely found in

those of the south. The testimonies of Odoar

dus, Barbossa, and Edward \Votton, recounted

by Aid rovandus, and which seem to prove that

the hi ppopota iii us inhabits the Indian seas,

appear to be almost as equivocal as that in the

description of Muscovy ; and I arm inclined to

believe that the hip1)opotaflius is not to be

found, at 1e:st at present, but in the greatest

rivers of Africa. KOP)c, who says, he has

seen many othein at the Cape ofGood Hope,

Thmis, that they equally plunge themselves

into tI)f' sea and rivers, and which is asserted by

oilcr authors. Although holbe appears to be

niorc exact till", COifl:non in his d scription of

the hippopotamus, yet it is doubtful whether

" he
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