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Marias, a peasant of French extraction, who

shot this hippopotamus, and from whom lie

had the relation, that the animal had wandered

a. considerable way upon land, almost to a

place called the Mountains of Snow; this

Marias asserted that the hippopotamus runs

very swift upon land, and for which reason

these peasanis, though good hunters, never at

tempted to attack him but when he was in the

\\atcr; that it was the practice to watch for

him about sun-set, at which time lie raises his

head above water, and perceiving any object

of prey, darts upon it with surprising quick

fless ; during his thus floating on the surface,

lie keeps his ears in perpetual motion, con

stantly listening ifany noise is near, and while

in this position the hunters endeavour to shoot

him in the head; 'when wounded he plunges

under the water and traverses about as long

as life remains, and then floats to the top;
some of the party swim to him, and being fast

-cited by ropes he is dragged on shore by oxen,

ihere lie is immediately dissected. A full

grown hippopotamus generally yields about

2OOOlbs. weight of fat, which is salted and

sent to the Cape, where it is much esteemed

and sells 'very dear. By compression a mild

oil is drawn from it, which in Africa is consi-

dered
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