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NATURAL HISTORY. ' 115

dered as a certain remed y for discases in the
breast.
In our preceding description of {his animal

we remarked, that it was probable the hippo-
potamus was so called from his voice having a
resemblance to the neighing of a horse, but
from many authentic accounts, we understand
that it comes nearer {o the cry of the clephant,
or the indistinct stammerings of persons who
arc deaf. When asleecp he also makes a
snorting noise by which his retreat is discover-
ed at a distance ; and of this he seems aware,
as he generally lies among reeds upon marshy
grounds, and where it is very difficult to come
ncar him.

I cannot consider the remark of Marias, re-
lative to the speed of this anjimal, as correct ;
since so far from its being correborated, all
others affirm that the hunters rather attack him
on land than in the water, which is a proof they
are not afraid of his swiftuess; nay, some af-
firm that it is customary to impede his return
by trees and ditches, from his constantly en-
deavouring te regain the water, where he has
no enemy to apprchend, as both crocodiles
and sharks carefully avoid him.

As we before observed, his skin is so ex-
tremely bard on his back, &c. that neither
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