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arrows nor musket balls can pierce it, but it is
thinner on the belly and insides of the thighs,
at which parts therefore the hunters constantly
aim. They sometimes endeavour to break his
leg with large blunderbusses, and if they suc-
ceed in that their conquest is certain. The ne-
erocs who do not hesitate to attack the sharks
and crocodiles, commonly avoid the hippo-
potamus, and would probably never dare to
encounter him, but from a presumption that
if they fail he cannot overtake them ; those of
Angola,Congo, Elmina, and the western coasts
of Africa, consider him as an infevior deity,
but yet they feelno repugnance in devouring
his flesh when they can procure it witl safety.
The female brings forth among the rushes
upon land, but she soon teaches her young to
take refuge in the water, and which they do on
the smallest alarm, P. Labat asserts, that this
animal has sufficient intelligence to let himself
blood when he feels a necessity, and that he
performs the operation by rubbing a particular
part of his skin against a sharp-pointed rock,
and that when he thinkshe has bled enough he
re!ls himsclf in the mud until he has stopped
the wound ; and it has also been affirmed that
the Indian painters make use of his blood as

one of their colours.
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