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at first of a reddish colour, and becomes, as
they grow old, almost of an entire brown.
The young follow their mothers two or threc
years, and they do not attain their full growth
till the age of four; it is at this age that they
begin to dress and exercise them for labour.
In order to render them more manageable they
are castrated when young, which operation the
Laplanders perform with their teetn. The
uncastrated males are very difficult to manage,
and they therefore make use only of thosewhich
are gelded, among which they choose the most
lively and nimble to draw their sledges, and
the more heavy to carry their provisions and
baggage. They keep only one stallion rein-
deer for five or six females. These animals
are troubled with an insect, called the gad-fly,
who burrowing under their skins deposit their
cggs, so that sometimes by the end of winter
the worms that proceed from them render
their skins as full of holes as a sieve,

The hierds of rein-deer require a great deal
of care; they are subject to eio e, and voluns
tarily strive to regain their natural liberty :
they must be closely attended, and narrowiy
watched, a d never led to pasture but in open
places; aund in case the herd is numerous they
have need of many persons to keep them to-
VOL. VIIL S gether,



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


