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'idties, as for his literary merit, was so kind

as to send me over flue skeleton of a rein-deer,

and I received from Canada the ftus of a

caribou. By means of these two species, and.

of several horns which were brourht to me

from different places, I have been enabled to

verify the general resemblances, and the pii

cipal differences between the rein-deer and the

slag.

With respect to the elk, I saw a living one

about fifteen years ago; but as he continued

only a few days in Paris, I had not lime to

liavea drawing nis1ied; and ihat was the only
one by which I had an opportunity to verify
he description which the gentlemen of the

Academy of Sciences had formerly given of

this animal, and to assure myself that it was

exact, arkl perfectly conformable to Nature.-*-

11 The elk (says the compiler of the Me

moirs of the Academy) is remarkable for the

hngth of his hair, the bigness of his ears, the

smallness of his tail, and the fo'rin of his eye,
the great angle of which is very wide, as well

as
"With respect to the figures of animals, we have in all

eases cudeavonred to be more correct than the French edi

tion, by the addition of many original figures accurately
studied from the life, and whenever living subjects could

not be obtained, by comparing those drawings with pre
served figures in different cabinets, by which means we

have beep enabled to remedy several defects; and in no one
o;e so than in our figure oi the Ei.,
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