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flesh which some authors have placed tipon
his back, and others under his chin, if they
have not been deceived, or have not been too

credulous, those things were peculiar to those

elks of which they have spoken."
We can add our own testimony to that of

the genflcmen of the Academy, for in the fe

male elk, which we saw alive, there was no

bunch either under the chin or on the neck ;

nevertheless, Linnus, who ought. to be ac

quainted with elks better than we can pretend

to be, as lie lives in the same country, makes

;mntion ofthis bunch, and bas even given it as

an essential character of the elk : Alces ccrzus

cornib us a Ca u/tb us p a/in atis earUflCUla uttu

rale. Liniius, Syst. Nat. Edit. X. p. 66.

---There is no other method of reconciling

this assertion of Linnus, with our negation,

than by supposing this bunch, or guttural ca-

to belong to the male elk which w

have not seen. But if that be the case, this

author should ilot have made it an essential

character of the species, since the female has

it, not; perhaps also, this bunch is only a coin

mon disorder among the elks, a kind of wen ;

for in the two figures of this animal, given by

Gesner, the first, who has no horns, has a

thick caruncula tinder the neck ; and in the

second,


	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


