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second, which represents a male elk with

horns, there is no carunciila.

In general the elk is much larger and

stronger than the slag or rein-deer. Ills hair

is so rough, and his hide so hard, that a mus

ket ball can scarcely penetrate it. II is legs are

very firm, with so much agility and strength,

especially in the fore feet, that he can kill a

man or a wolf, and even break a tree by one

single stroke with his foot. Never(helcss, lie

is hunted nearly as we hunt the stag, with

men and dogs. It is affirmed, that when lie

is pursued he often falls down all at once,

without l)Ciflg either shot or wounded. From

this circumstance sonic have presumed that

1i is animal was subject to the epilepsy, and on

this presumption (which is not well founded,

since fear alone might produce the same effect)

this absurd conclusion has becit drawn, that

his hoof is a remedy for the epilepsy, and even

a preventative against it; and this ridiculous

opiiiion has been so universally dispersed,

that many people still wear rings, the collet of

which ii.closes a small piece of the hoof of an

elk.

As there are but few people in the northern

parts of America, all animals, and particularly

elks, are in greater numbers there than in the

north
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