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THE WILD CHAMOIS, AND OTHER GOATS.

ALTHOUGH it appears that the Greeks

were acquainted with the wild and chamois

goats yet they have not described them by any

particular denomination, nor even by charac

ters sufficiently exact by which to distinguish

them; they have only mentioned them under

the general name of Wild Goats. They pro

bably presui.ed, that these animals were ofthe

samespecies as the domestic goats, never having

given them proper names, as they have done to

every otherspecies of quadrupeds. On thecon

trary, our modern naturalists have regarded

the wild and chamois goats as two real and

distinct species, and both different from that

of the common goat. There are facts and

reasons for and against both opinions, of which

we shall give a detail, and wait until it be

ascertained whether they intermix together
and produce fertile individuals, experience

having taught us, that this is the sole criterion

on 'which can the question be decided.

The male wild goat differs from tile c1l.j.

uwis, by the length, thickness, and form of

his
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