http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

148 BUFFON’S

tion, is not ascertained.* ‘We have never
learnt for a certainty whether the wild and the
chamois copulate with our goats; we only
suppose 1t, and in this respect agree with the
ancients.  But our presumption appears
founded upon those analogics which experi-
ence has seldom contradicted.

Let us, nevertheless, take a view of the rea-
sons against it. The wild and chamois goats
both subsist in a state of nature, and both are
constantly distinct. The chamois sometimes
comes of his own accord and joins the flock
of our domestic kind, but the wild goat never
associates with them, at least before he is
tamed. The male wild goat and the common
he-goat have very long beards and the chamois
has nonc. The male and female chamois
have very small horns: those of the male
wild goat are so thick and so long, that they
would scarcely be imagined to belong to an
animal of his size. The chamois also appcars
to differ from the wild goat and the common

he-goat,

* Sonnini has an important fact upon this subject. He
says that M. Berthoud van Berchem saw mongrels which
proceeded from the copulation of a wild goat brought up
at Aiglein the Lower Vallais, in the house of the governor
of Vatteville, with many domestic goats. All the inhabit~
ants of the town of Aigle were witnesses of this fact.
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