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and have rings ; thus they partake at once of
the comman goat, the wild goat, and the cha-
mois goat.

Mr. Brown, in his Ilistory of Jamaica, re-
lates, that in that island there is actually to be
found, 1. The common domestic goat of Eu-
rope ; 2. The chamois ; and 8. The wild goat.
Ife aflirms, that neither of these three animals
are nativesof America,but havebeentransport-
ed from Europe ; that they have,like the sheep,
degenerated and become smaller in this new
country ; that the wool of thesheep is changed
into a rough hair like that of the goat; that
the wild goat appears to be a bastard race, &c.
From this we arc induced to suppose that the
small goat, with crect horns and crooked at the
points, which Linnzus saw in Holland, and
was said to come from Ameriea, is the chamois
of Jamaiea, that is, the chamois of Europe de-
generated, and become less by the climate of
America ; and that the wild goat of Jamacia,
which Mr. Brown calls the bastard wild goat,

* is our capricorne, which appears {o be only a
wild goat degenerated, and whose horns might
Lave varied by the influcnce of the climate.

M. Daubenton, after having scrupulously
examined the affinities of the chamois with
those of the he-goat and the ram, says, that in
general, it resembles more the first than the
last; the principal differences besides the horns

are



	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


