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150 BUFFON’S

As the chamois which was transported to
and became less in America, produces with
the small goat of Africa, thege can be little
doubt but he would also produce with the
she-goats of the common kind. The cha-
mois, thercfore, is only a constant variety in
the species of the goat, as the bull-dog is in
that of the dog ; and, on the other hand, we
can scarcely question that the wild goat is
the primitive goat in the state of nature and,
is with respect to domestic goats, what the
nmuilon is to the sheep. The wild goat cx-
actly resembles the domestic he gont, in figure,
conformation, and in natural and physical
habits ; it only varics by twoslight differences
the one exterior, the other interior 3 the horns
of the wild goat are larger than those of the
cominon he-goat the former having two longi-
tudinal ridges, and the latter but one; they
have also large transverserings which mark the
number of years of their growth, while thosc
of the common he-goats arc only marked wiih
transverse strokes. The figure of their bodics
is in other res: ects periectly alike. The
interior part is also similar, excepting the
spleen, which 1s oval in the wild goat, and
approaches nearer to that of the roe-buck, or
stag than that of the he-goat, or ram. This
last difference may proceed from the violent
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