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exercise of this animal. The wild goat runs

as fast as the stag, and leaps lighter than the

roe-buck ; the spleen, therefore, ought to be

made like that of the swiftest running animals.

This difference, then, is owing less to Nature

than to custom, and it is to be presunied, that

if our domestic he-goats were to become wild,

and were forced to run all(] to leap like the

wild goats, the spleen would soon assume the

form. most convenient to this exercise. With

respect to his horns, the differences, though

very apparent, (10 not prevent their more re

sembling those of the he-goat than ofany other

animal. Thus the wild and common lie-goat

approaching nearer to each other than to any
other animal, even in this part, which is the

most difl1rent of all, we must conclude, as

they are alike in every oilier particular, that,

notwiths'andiiig this slight and single

disagree-ment,they both are ani rnals ofthe same species.

I consider, therefore, the wild, the chamois,

and the domestic goat, 'IS one species, iii which

the niales have undergone greater varieties than

the females; and i find, at the same time, se

condary varieties in the domestic kind, which

are less equivocal, as hey belong equally to the

males and females. We have seen that the

goats of Angora, though very diflrent from

ours, in the hair and horns, are, nevertheless,

of
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