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NATURAL HISTORY. 191

The antelopes, especially the largest sort, are
much more common in Africa than in India,
they are stronger and fiercer than the other ga-
zelles, from which they are easily distinguished
by the double flexion of their horns ; and not
having either the black or brown streak on
their sides. The middling antelopes are about
the size of the fallow-deer; their horns are
very black, their belly very white, and their
fore-legs shorter than the hind ones. They
are well made, and extremely clean animals,
never lying down but in dry places; they are
likewise very swift, watchful, and apprehen-
siveof danger ; in open places they look round,
and when they sce a man, a dog, or any other
enemy, they fly with all speed. But, not-
withstanding this natural timidity, they have
a kind of courage, for if surprised, they turn
suddenly round, and face those who attack
them with great firmness.

The antclopes, in general, have large black
eyes, very brilliant, and so beautiful that the
Orientals employ them proverbially, in prais-
ing the eyes of their mistresses. A gazelle-cyed
beauty is the highest compliment a lover can
pay. Their limbs are finer and more delicate
than those of the roe-buck ; their hair is as
short, and more soft and glossy ; their hind
tegs are longer than those before ; like the hare,

therefore,
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