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dotes against poison, may we not presume,
from the great quantities which were formerly,
and are still, in some degree, consume, that
this stone is produced, not from a single
species of animal but from many, and that it
is equally the produciion of gazelles, goats,
and sheep, who cannot produce it but in cer-
tain climafes of the Levant and Indies.

In all that has been written on this subject
we have not met with one distinct observation,
nor a single decisive argument. It only ap-
pears, by what Monard, Garcias, Clusius,
Aldrovandus, and others, have said, that the
oriental bezoar animal is not the common and
domestic goat, but a species of wild goat
which they bhave not characterised. Thus,
likewise, all that ecan be gathered from
Koempfer is, that the bezoar animal is a kind
of »ild goat, or rather gazelle; but by the
testimonies of Thevenotl, Chardin, and Taver-
nier, it secms that this stone is obtained more
from sheep and wild or domestic goats, than
from gazclles. What gives great weight to

the assertions of these travellers is, that they
speak fromn ocular inspection, and because,
although they do not mention the gazclles on
this occasioil, there Is no appearance of their
being deceived, as they knew them perfectly

well,




	LinkTextBox: http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm


