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c11, and mention them in oilier parts of their

works. We must not, therefore, conclude,

with our ancient naturalists, that the oriental

hezoir is exclusively the production of a par

ticular species of gazette, for I must own, that

after having examined not only the testimo

nies of authors, but such facts as might de

cide the question, I am inclined to believe,

that this stone proceeds equally from the

greatest number of ruminating animals, but

more commonly from goats and gazelles.

This stone is formed of concentric layers,

and often contains foreign matter in its centre.

I have endeavoured to find out the nature of

this matter, 'which serves as a nucleus to the

bezoar, supposing from that a judgment mightI-1-

be formed of the animal that possesses them.

This nucleus is of various kinds; sometimes

I found them to consist ofpieces of flint, stones

of plumbs, tamarinds, seeds ofcassia, and par

ticularly pieces of straw and buds of trees,

therefore I could not hesitate to attribute this

production to those animals which brouze

upon shrubs and leaves.

The oriental l)CzOar then is clearly not the

production of one particular animal but of

many different ones; and it is not difficult to

reconcile the testimonies of most travellers

with
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