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same ; Tavernier still more positively affirms,
that they are found in the stomachs of do-
mestic goats, whose hair is as fine as silk,
and that having bought six of these goafs
alive, he extracted from them seventeen bezoar
stones, and a portion of another, about the
size of half a nut, and then adds, that there
arc other bezoars supposed to proceed from
apes, the virtues cf which arc still greater
than those of the goats; that there is also cow
bezoar, but the virtues arc inferior to the
others, &c. What can we infer from such a
varicty of opinions and testimonies? VWhat
can we conclude from them? unless it be ad-
mitted that the oriental bezoar proceeds not
from one single species but from many differ-
ent animals, particularly gazelles and goats.
With respect to the occidental bezoar we
can aflitm they proceed reither from goats
nor gazelles, for we shall prove there is neither
of them, nor cven any animal of that genus,
in all the extent of the rew world. Instead
of gazelles we only mect with roe-bucks in
the woods of America ; instead of wild goats
and sheep, lamas and pacos animals of a quite
different nature, and of which we have already
treated. The ancient Peruvians had no other

cattle, and, at the samc time, that these two
specics
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