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mer: aud that the flesh of this animal; al-
though a littke insipid, is tolerable cating.

W hen the form, substance, and organization
of the pricklesof the porcupine are considered,
they are found to be tubes to which only
vanes are wanting to make them real feathers.
They strike together and make a noise as the
animal walks ; he can easily erect them in the
same manner as the peacock spreads the fea-
thers of his tail, and as casily smooths them
again by the contraction of the cuticular mus-
cle. This muscle, therefore, has the same
powet, and is nearly of the same formation in
the porcupince as in some birds.
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IN every article we have to trecat of we
always meet with more errors to confute than
facts to relate. This arises from the history
of animals having been only writien of late
by prejudiced persons, who fake the list of their
little systems for the genuine regisfer of Na-
ture. There are not any animals of the warm
‘climates of the old continent existing in Ame-
rica, and reciprocally there are ot any of the
South American animals to be met with under
the torrid zone of Africa and' Asia. The pors
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