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It is to Ximenes, and afcrwaids to I kr

1an(lCS, illilt ''VO ()NC the Ii FI k!lovicd;e of

this anix1al, which. they have iidicated under

the Mexican name of /lml:tIaeual:i;?. '1110

1acuaI_in is the Opossum IId the 1iotila

quat.in should be translated the bi'it/ij or

SJflUOUS opossum. This name has been misap

plied, for these animals rcscmel each other

very Ic. Marcgrave has not adopted this

Mexican denomination, but calls this animal

cuanclu. The only thing we can reproach

Marcgravc with, is his not having known,

that the cuandu of Brasil was the same animal

as the hoi ztlacuaiziu of Mexico, especially

as lis description and figure agree with those

of Heriiandes ; and as Ltct, f lie editor and

coin nientator of iIiscgrave expressly says,

that the spiny tIacuazin of Ximenes, and the

cuandu, are probably the same animal. By

collecting the scattered accounts of travellers

there appears to be two variciies of these

ani-mals,which the naturalists, after Pso, have

inserted in their lists as two different si)ccies,

namely, tiie great and the little coendou : but

What immediately proves the error, or hog1 i-

geice of Piso, is, that although lie describes

tncsc coendous in two separate and (list met

articles, and seems to look on them as diIfirent

species, li represents both by he same figure:

-syhi Cl)
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