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NATURAL IIISTORY. 953

It is to {imenecs, and afterwards to Ter-
nandes, that we owe the first knowledge of
this animal, which they have indicated under
the Mexican name of hoilztlacvalzin. 'The
tacualzin is the opossum ond the loitztla-
gualzin should be transiated the bristly or
spinous opossum. 'Lhis name has been misap-
plicd, for these animals resemble each other
very litile.  Blarcgrave has not adopted this
Mexican denomination, but calls this animal
cuandu. 'The orly thing we can reproach
Marcgrave with, is his not having known,
that the ceandu of Brasil was the same animal
as the hoiztlacuatzin of Mexico, especially
as kis description and figure agree with those
of Hernandes; and as Lacét, the editor and
commentator of &lwrcgrave expressly says,
that the spiny tlacua‘zin of Ximenes, and the
cuandu, are probably the same animal. By
collecting the scattered accounts of {ravellers
there appears to be two varieties of these ani-
mals, which the naturalists, after Piso, have
inserted in their lists as two diflerent species,
namely, the greatand the little coendou: but
what immwedialely proves the error, or negli-
gence of Piso, is, that although he describes
tnese coendous in two separate and distinct
articles, and scems tolook on them as different
species, hie represents both by the same figure:

which,
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