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NATURAL HISTORY. 235

the porcupinc is only to be found in the hotiest
parts of the Old Continent.

By conferring the name of porcupine on the
coendou, the same faculties have been attri-
bufed to him, especially that of <hooting his
quills. It is astonishing that naturalists and
travellers should agree on this circumstance,
and that Piso, who ought to have been less
superstitions, as he was a physician, should
gravely assert, that the quills of the coendou
pierce info the fiech by their own power, and
petnietrate info the body even o the most in-
ternal viicera. Ray is the only person who
has denied these circumstances, although they
evidently appear to be absurd. Hoew many
absurdities have been exposed by men oi’ sense,
which, nevertheless, are affirmed by other men
who think they are endowed with a greater
degree of understandine !

SUPPLEM!NT,

TO our former accoun! of this avimal we
may now add that theve ava two species of it
inGuiana, the one larger than theoihier; the for-
mer weigh from twelve to (ifteen pounds, and

the
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