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NATURAL HISTORY. 269

The reasons which have induced nomenclators
to rank the giraffe with the stag kind, seem to
havearisen from the pretended passageof Belon,
quoted by Gesner, which indeed would be de-
cisive if it were true. 'They seem also to have
misunderstood what authors have said of the
hair of those horns ; they have imagined that
ihe writers have said the horns of the girafle
were covered with hair, like the fresh-sprung
horns of the stag, and from thence concluded
they were of the same nature ; but, in fact,
the giraffe’s horns are only surrounded with
coarse hair, and not covered with a down, or
velvet, like those of the stag. This circum-
stance tends to support the probability that the
horns of the giraffe are composed of united
bair, like those of the rhinoceros, and their
bluntness at the extremitics greatly favours
this idea. If, again, we consider that the
elkk, rein-deer, stag, roe-buck, &c. have their
horns always divided into branches or antlers,
and that, on the contrary, the horns of the
giraffe ave only simple, and consist of one
slem, we must be convinced that they are
not of the same nature, unless analeey be en-
tirely violated. ~ The tubercle is in the middle
of the head, which, according to travellers,
scem to form a third horn, is another strong

circumstance
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