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272 BUFFON’S

¢ T am in possession of a stufted eiraffe, and
since you expressed a desire to know the na-
ture of its horns. I cut one of them off, and
send it to yon; it is, however, neécessary o
observe, that it belonged to a very young one.
I received it froin the governor of the Cape,
who informed me that it was killed as it was
lying by the side of its motirer; it was about
six feet in height, and its horns did not ex-
ceed two inches and a half, These horns
were covered all over with skin and hairs; the
base was more than an inch broad, forming an
obtuse cone ; and to be certain whether it was
solid or hollow I sawed it through longitudi-
nally with that part of the skull to which it
adherced, and I found its texture to resemble
that of the horns of the stag more than any
other animal. If indeed I were positive that a
horn which was sent e as belonging to a gi«
raffe did really belong to that animal, I should
not hesitate to say there was no difference
between them, except in the figure, this being
straight, and without branches. With re«
spect to the legs I conceive their disproportion
in length has been greatly magnificd, for the
difference between the fore and hind ones of
this young animal is very slizht.”
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