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V82 . BUFFON’S

fear or surprisc; but shortly, as if by com-
mon consent, they blow through their nostriis,
neigh somewhat like horses, and then by a
general ilight, take refuge on the tops of the
mountains. They are fonder of the north
than the south side of the hills.  They climb,
and often remain above the snowy tracts of
the mountains ; and when travelling on the
ice covered with hoar-frost, they seem in
the best condition, and appear vigorous in
proportion to the coldness of their sitvation.
The natives hunt the wild lama for the sake
of its flecce : the dogs have much trouble to
follow them ; and if they once gain the rocks,
both hunters and dogs are obliged to desist
from the pursuit. Tliey are very numerous
all along the chain of the Cordeliers which
are full 3000 fathoms above the level of
the sea at Peru, and presefve that clevation
from Chili, to the straits of Magellan; but on
the coast of New Spain, where the mountains
sink in height, noune of thesc animals are to be
found. '

The pacos are a subordinate kind to the
lawmas, much in the same proportion as the ass
is to the horsc : they are smaller, and not so
serviceable, but their fleeces are more useful.
Their wool is fine and long, and it constitutes

a sort
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