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has forty-six rib, and the aI 1*utttwenty_eigli

this alone proves (hem to be two species quite

distinct from each other. Th'ee forty-six ribs

in an animal whose body is so short is a kind

of excess, or error, in nature; for even in the

largest animals, and those whose bodies are re

latively longer than they are thick, not one of

them is found to have so many ; the elephant

iia"s.only forty, the horse thirty-x, the.badgor

thirty, the do twenty-six, the hiuman species

twenty-four, &c. This difference in the con

tructionof the sloThs supposes a greater dissi'

uilitude between these two species than there

is between the eat and dog, both of which have

t1w nurthor of ribs. External differences

are nothing in comparãson with internal ones.

The internal frame of living aninnais is the

groundwork of Nature's deiig, it is 'the con

stituent form, and the cause of ail figure;

and the external parts are ontiy -the surface or

drapery. In our comparative examination

of animals, how many have we seen who

often differed 'very ninth in their outward'

ap4pearatice and yet were perfectly alike inter

"iially; and, on -the contrary, -the least internal

distinction has produced great external differ

ences, and even changed the naturalhabit,

-fa-culties,and att'ibutes of Ow arirnal? How

many
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