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NATURATL HISTORY. 9280

many also are there arned, cloathed, and even
ornamented with superfluous parts, which, ne-
vertheless, in their internal organization entire-
!y resemble others who are deficient in these
cxcrescences ? but we shall not here dwell on
this subject, which supposes, not only a reflect-
ed comparison, but also an exposition of all
the parts of organization ; we shall only ob-
serve, that in proportion as Nature is lively,
active, and exalted in the ape speciés, she is
stow, constrained, and cramped in the sloths.
These animals have neither incisive nor canine
tecth ; their eyes are dull, and almost conceal-
ed with hair; their mouths are wide, and their
lips thick and heavy ; their fur is coarse, and
looks like dried grass ; their thighs scem aimost
disjointed from the haunches ; their legs very
short and badly shaped ; they have no soles to
their feet, nor toes separately moveable, but
only two or three claws excessively long and
crooked dewnwards, which move together.
and are only useful to the animal in climbing.
Slowness, stupidity, and even habitual pain,
result from its mncouth conformation. They
have no arms either to attack or defend them-
selves ; nor are they furnished with any means
of security, as they can neither scratch up the
earth nor seek fer safety by flight, but con-

fined to a small spot of ground, or to the tree
under
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