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the only creatures to whom Nature has been
uwnkind, and the only ones which present us
the image of innate misery and wretchedness.
Let us now inspect their condition more
closely ;5 being unfurnished with feeth they
cannotl seize upon prey, nor feed upon flesh or
vegetables: reduced to live on leaves and wild
fruits, they consume much time in crawling to
a tree, and still more in ciimbing up to the
branches ; and during this slow and painful las
bour, which sometimes lasts many days, they
are obliged to support the most pressing hun-
ger. When they bave accomplished their end
they cling to the tree, crawl from branch to
branch, and, by degrees, strip cvery twig of its
Icaves. In this situation they remain several
weels without any }iquid ; and when they have
consumed the store, and the tree is entirely
naked, they still continue, unableto descend un-
til the pressure of Lunger becomes more power-
ful than thefear of danger ordeath, and they suf-
fer themselves tofall tothe groundlike an inani-
mate mass, without being capable of exerting

any cffort to break the violence of the fall.
‘When on the ground they areexposed to all
their enemies, and as their flesh is not ahso-
lutely bad they are songht after both by men
and beasts of prey. They seem to multiply
but little, or if they produce often it is only a
small
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