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c04 BUFFON’S

the purposes of generation, these animals have
but one, which terminates in a common canal,
as in birds.

Finally, if the misery which results from a
defect of sensation be not the greatest of all,
the miserable state of these animals, although
very apparent, seems not to be real, for they
appear to have little or no sensation, and their
dulland heavy look, theirindifterence toblows,
which they receive without heing in the least
alfected, prove their insensibility.  But what
still further demonstrates this fact is, their not
instantly dying upon their hearts and bowels
being talen out.  Piso, who made this cracl
experiment, says, that the heart, afier being se-
parated from the body, beat forcibly for more
{han half an hour, and that the animal conti-
nued to contract its limbs in the same manner
as when asleep.®  Irom these circumstances
this quadruped approaches netonly thetortoise
but also other reptiles who have no distinct
centre of scnsation: thus 2ll these animals arve

miserable

* Sonnini says, that wishing to kill a sloth for the purpose
of preparing the skin, he exhausted every possible means to
deprive it of life ; but such was its principle of vitality that
he could not remain any longer a witness of Lis own barba-
rous endeavours; and he quitted the room scized with hor-

* ror at the idea of the evils which this miserable animal
must endure, and with astonishment at that impenetr;\l)ility
which prolonged its existence.
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