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THE PHAFJANGLR.

T\V() animals, a male and I male, which

vere sent to, us by the iiame of Surinaia rats,

but iv hic"h have much less af}inity to rats, Ihait

with those animals with which we have givefl

the-history under the names oftime zai'nwse and

Ui!JOpOiLfl. We have, It'll] erciore, rejected the

dcnornmna ion of'Surinam rats, as complex and

misapplied. As it has never been mentione(t

by any naturalist or traveller, we have called

it phalanger, (fr. 168.) from its phalanges

being singularly formed, and because the two

first toes on the fore-feet are joined to each

other to the ciLd of the last phalanx, arid are

separated only near the claws; the thumb is

cparatcd from the other toes and has no

claws; this last character, although remark

able, is not peculiar, for the Virginia and mu

yir opossurns have the same, but none of theta

have the p/i a1anges fastened too-ether.
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