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WATURAYL IIISTORY. 308

THE INAMSTER.

THE Hamster (fig. 170.) is the most fa-
mous and the most destructive rat that exists.
The reason why we did not give its hisiory
among the other rats was because, at that time
we had not been able to procure one of them
and we are now indebted for the knowledge we
have acquired of it to the Marquis de Mont-
mirail and M. de Waitz, who has sent us two
living hamsters with an instructive memoir on
theilr manners and natural habits. We fed one
of these animals for many months, for the
purpose of examining it with attention, and
afterwards dissccted it, in order to compare its
internal structure with that of otler rats, and
obscrved, that in ifs interioy varts it resembled
morc the water rat than any other antmal; 1t
resembled him also by tiie smallness of itseyes
and the fineness of its hair ; but its tail, instead
of being long, is much shorier than that of the
short-tailed ficld mouse, which, as we haye
already chserved, greatly resepnbles the water-

rat
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