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THE HAMSTER.

THE Hamster (fig. 170.) is the mast fit

ruous and the most (lestrllctivc rat that exists

The reason why we did not give its hisLory

among the olhc"r rats was because, at. that time

we had not been a lc .to procure one of them;

and we are 110W indebted ibr the knowledge we

have acquired of it to the Marquis de Mont

mirail ad M. (IC M'aitz, who has sent its two

Jiving 1aLnsiers with an instructive memoir on

their manners and natural habits. We led one

,of these animals for many months, for the

purpose of exaini uing it vi lb attention, and

afterwards dissected it, in order to compare is

interiitiJ siricturc yitli iha of oilier rats, and

observed, that in is iiterio;' parts it resembled

more the water rat than any ott&cr animal ; it

recmblcd him also by the rnaiJticss of its eyes

and the fineness of its hair ; but ifs tail, insiead

of being long, is much shorcr, than t1ia 0 the

short-tailed fic 1floLsc, whicft, as we haye

jilrea dy ubevcd, ready rcsck)Ies the water-

rat
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