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rat 1n its internal conformation. Al these
animals live under the earth, and seem to be
animated with the same instinet.  They have
nearly the same habits, and particularly that of
collecting corn, &c. and making great maga-
zines in their boles: we shall, therefore, dwell
suuch less on the resemblances of shape and
dispesitions, than upon differences which dis-
tinguished the hamster from all the other rats
and mice, and field-mice, we have alrcady
spoken of.

Agricola is the first author who has given
precise and particular indications of this ani-
mal. Fabricius added several facts, but
Schwenckfeld has done more than ali the rest;
he dissected the hamster, and gave a descrip-
tion of it, which agrees"almost entirely with
ours ; notfwithstanding vwhich he has not been
quoi-'cd by naturalists of a more modern date,
who have been contented with” copying Ges-
ner ; and yet it is but justice to that author to
remark, his observations are so full and cor-
rect, that by subjoining those of M. de Wailtz
we have whatever can be wished for on the
subject of this animal.

< The habitations of the hamsters are of dif-
ferent constructions, according {o the sex and
age, and also according to the qualily of the
land. That of the male has an oblique passage,
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