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312 BUFFON’S

a free circulation of air in their subterrancous
habitations.  The cavity where the female
brings forth her young contains no provision,
Hiut 1s only a nest formed of straw and herbs.
The depth of the cavities is very different.
The young hamster in hiz first year makes
its burrow only a foot decp, while the old
animals often dig to the depth of four or five
feet ¢ all the cavities communicate together in
one habitation, and which is sometimes from
¢icht to ten feet diametar.

¢ These animals store their magazines with
dry clover, corn in the car, and beans and peas
in their pods ; having separated they carry out
the husks and pods Dy the oblique passage.
They commonly begin to get in their winter
store ahout the end of August, and which they
convey to their habitations in a pouch they

hivé in their checks. |
¢¢ When the hamster has filled his maga-
7ives he covers them over, and carefully shuis
41 the avenues to them with carth : this pres
caution renders the discovery of these antmals
very difficult, and the heaps of carbly which
{licy thirow up before thic oblique passage are
e only marks t0 trace their habitations. The
fadst usual metlod of taking them is by
&igsing thiem out of their holes, which is
attentded
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