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S1d BUFFON’S

and having divided the muscles that held the
jaws together, she devoured great part of his
viscera.  Thereare great numbers produced in
one year, and are so destructive that in some
parts of Germany a reward is fixed on their
“heads. Tliey are indeed so numerous there that
their fur is an important article of commerce.
All these circumstances, which we have ex-
tracted trom the Memoir of M. de Waitz, and
the observations ot M. de Montmirail, appear
to be true, and agree with what we have learnt
from otlicr quarters on this subject; but it is
not so'ccrtain,- as mentioned in the same Me-
moir, that these animals are dormant the whole
winter, and recover in spring. The hamster,
which we kept during the winter of 1762-3,
in a chamber without any fire, and where the
cold was intense enough to freeze water, did
not become torpid, but moved about, and ate
as usual; while the dormice which wehad alive
were benumbed witha much less degree of cold.
‘Therefore the hamster has not any aflinity
with the marmot or dormice in this respect ;
and it is very improperly denominated the
Strasburgh marmot by some of our naturalists,
since it does not sleep like the marmot, and is
not to be found in the vicivity of Strasburgh.
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