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chest, however, the heart is perceived to beat
at the rate of fifteen times in a minute, where.
as, when in full spirits, and somewhat irritated,

it has been known to beat 180 times in the

same space; when in this state, which he is

never reduced to in the open air, an electric

shock will not rouse him,

From the fact which we formerly stated,

namely, that the hamster which we kept con

fined in a cage, andin a room where water was

frozen, was not reduced to a torpid state, we

cannot but regret that M. Suizer has not stated

the degree of cold, or want of air, which ren

dered them so. M. Allemand lids confirmed

this fact in the observations lie has added to

the hamster in the Dutch edition ofmy 'Work.

Among other remarks, he says, this animal is

of the mouse kind, and sleeps during winter,

like the marmot; he is of a forbidding exter

nal appearance, and his manners are not less

disgusting; for be has not a single social qua

lity; he destroys and devours every animal he

can conquer, not excepting his own species;

and even the females, to whom he is led by

instinct, would suffer no better fate, after the

gratification ofhis pas-'-ions, which are of short

duration, if lie did not contrive her escape, o

secure her own life by the killing of him first.
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