R ESSS—————....S

http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

318 BUFFON’S

and il thetr hole happens to be opened, and
the female perceives the male in danger, she
will fly at tiieir disturber, and inflict deep and
painful wounds.  The females bring forth two
or three times every year, they seldom have
less than six young, and more treguently from
six{een to cighteens ihey grow very fast, for
they begin to dig tiic earth when they are fif-
teen days old, and are eniiiely thrown off by
their motiier when they are thiree weeks old.
"They bave little attachment to their offspring,
for it their habitations areattacked the mother’s
only solicitude is to take care of hersell; for
which she penctrates deeper into the carth, and
is so regardless of the cries of her young that
she even blocks up the hole after her to prevent
their following.

They feed on all kinds of herbs, roots, grain,
and the flesh of those animals which they can
subdue. As they are not calculated for going
a great distance, they lay in their first store of
such provisions as the ficlds in their immediale
vicinity present, and this is the reason why one
of their chambers is olten found fali of a single
sort of grain; butas the harvest is got in they
ro to greater distances, canying back witi
them every thing they can meet with, with-
out distinction; and for this purpose Nature

has
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