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NATURAL HISTORY. St

has bestowed on them a pouch in each check,
the outsides of which arc smoeoth and men:-
branous, and the insides farnished with 2
number of glands, which supply a fluid, and
keep them so flexible that they receive no in-
jury from any kinds of grain they may wisk
to convey, however rongh or sharp. In each
of these pouches he can carry an ounce and a
half of erain, and which heempties by pressing
his tore-feet against his checks. When a ham-
ster 1s met thas loaded he may be taken with
the hand, because at that time he cannot bite;
but if he is not laid hold of instantly ke soon
mnplius Iis pouches, and will defend himself.
An old male will collect a great quantity of
erain in this maunrer, and there have beer
instanices of finding 100 ponnds weight tna
single hole; but the females and the young
ones do not store so much.
1t their holes are opesied in winter, the ani-
mal is found lying upon a bed of seft straw,
with his head bent between his two fore-legs
under his belly, and his hind feet turned up
and rtesting on- his nose; his cyes are quite
shut, and if forced open they close again im-
mediately; in a word, he has cvery appeat-
ance cfa dead animal, and his whole. body
feels as cold asice. This torpid state of the
hamster
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