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THE BOBAN,¥ AND OTHER MARMOTS.
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THE name of the Strasburg marmot has
beer aflixed (o the hamster, and that of the
Poland maimo! to the bobak ( fig. 171). Bnt
it is as certain, that the hamster is not a mar-
mot, as it is probable the bobak is one; for he
only difters from the marmot of the Alps by
the colour of his hair, which instead of being
brown is rather a pale yellow: he has also a
thumb, or claw, to the fore-feet, while the mar-
mot has only four toes and no thumb ; but 1m
every oiher respect they perfectly rescimuble,
which makes us presume they do not form two
distinct species.  Itis the same with respect to
the monax, or Canadian marmot, which some
travellers have termed the whistler: he only
seems to differ from the marnmnot by the tail,
which is longer and thicker of hair. There-
fore the Canadian monax, the Poland bobak,
and the Alpine marmot, appear to be all the
same aniwaly, which frem the influence of dif-
ferent climaies have undergone those aliera-

tions
* This 1s its Polish name, It is called swwitsch f rem the
cry of the animal.
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