R ——————.....

http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 590

and all kinds of grain. They are ofa gentle
nature, but are not to he tamed beyond a cer-
tain limit. They burrow like rabbits, and in
much less time. They lay upastore of grass
towards the end of summer in their habitations,
and in which, in cold countries, they remain
during the winter.

With respect to the daman, or lamb of
Israel, which scems to be of the jerboa kind,
as its fore-legs are much shorter than those
bebind, having never scen it, we cannot dobet-
ter than copy the description of it as given by
Dr. Shaw,whospeaksof these two animalsas of
different kinds : ¢ The daman (says this au-
thor) isalso a native of Mount Lebanon, and
common to be met with in Syriaand Pheenicia ;
it is a very harmless animal, resembling the
common rabbit in size, shape, and also in the
disposition of the fore-teeth ; but it is some-
what browner, has smaller eyes, and a head
more pointed. Its fore-feet are short, and those
behind long, much in the same proportion as
those of the jerboa. Although it sometimes
conceals itselfin the earth, its common retreat
is in the hollows and clefts of rocks, which is
a strong reason to conclude that it is this ani=
mal and not the jerboa, which is meant ia

Scripture by the Saphkan. 1 have not
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