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been able to learn from any one why it was
called the daman of Isracl, which signifies the
lamd of Isracl.” Prosper Alpinus, who men-
tioned this aniinal before Dr. Shaw, says, that
its flesh Is dclicate food, and that it is much
bigger than the Iluropean rabbit ; but this last
circunmstance seems doubtful, for Dr. Shaw has
omitted this passageof Prosper Alpinus, whom,
in other respects, he has fully quoted.

N

THE ICHNEUMON,

TITIS animal in Ilgypt is called mangutia,
but we shall adopt the name ichrcumon (fig.
{72.) given itby Aristotle, and others. Tt s
as domestic in Kgypt as the cat is in Europe;
and isalikeserviceable to destroy rats and mice.
But its inclination for prey ismucii stronger and
more violent, {or it hunts and eats with the same
avidity, birds, quadrupeds, scrpents, lizards,
and insects. It attacks every living creature,
and feeds entirely on animal flesh ; its courage
is equal to the sharpness of its appetite, bci:ig
neither intimidated by the anger oi'the dog , nor
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