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the malice of the cat; it even dreads not the
bite of the serpent, but pursues, seizes, and
kills them, however venomous. As soon as
it begins to feel the effects of their venom, it
tmmediately goes in scarch of antidotes, and
particularly ofa root which the Indians call by
its name, and which, they say, is a most sure
and powerful remedy against the bite of the
viper or asp. It sucks the eggs of the croco-
dile, as well as those of fowls and birds ; it also
kills and eats the young crocodiles, though
they arc very strong even when scarcely come
out of the shell; and as fable coinmonly pre-
cedes fruth, it has been alleged that, in con-
sequence of this antipathy, the ichneumon
enters the body of the crocodile when he s
asleep, and never quits him till it has devour-
cd lLis entrails.

Naturalists have supposed that there are se-
veral kinds of iclineumons, because there are
some larger, and of a different colour from
others; but if we consider, that being often
reared in houses, they must, like other domestic
animals, undergo changes, we shall readily
perceive that this diversity of colour and size
only indicates simple varieties, not sulflicient
to constitute a separate specics; especially as

in the two ichncumons which I havescen alive,
and
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