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de Poivre, who had sent us the skin of a fossane
stufled, and who favoured us with the follow-
ing answer :—Lyons, July 19, 1761.  ¢¢ The
fossane which I brought from Madagascar is

an animal whose mauners are nmineh like those
of eur marten.  'The inhabitanis of the island
sssured me, that when the male is in heat it
emils a very strong smell like miusk.  When
I stuffed the skin which is in the royal cavdens
[ did not discover any bag, nordid | find any
oderiferous smell. 1 reared two sinilar ani-
mals, the one at Cochinchina, and another in
the Phillippine Islands; they were both males:
{ had them very young, and kept them ahout
two or three months, in which time they had
beecome pretty familiar. 1 never found any
bag in the parts you speak of, bat only ob-
served that their excrements had the sawe
smell as those of our marten.  They eat flesh
and fruits, but preferred the latter, and were
cxceedingly partial to bananas, which they
cievoured with voracity. This is a very wild
animal, and difficult to tamc; though taken
when very young, yet it preserved the look and
¢haracter of ferocity, which appeared to me
somewhat extraordinary in an animal whe
f{ cds by picference on fraits.  The
ane represents a lar ﬂ'd lack I
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