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tie Poivre, who had sent us the skin ofa fossane

stuffed, and who favoured us \vjt!i the follow

ing rswer :-'-.Lyons, July J), 1761. " The

fossanc which 1. brought from Madagascar is

,a ruul Ch I I kC I I-n an i,nia1 m, Ii o,&- nicmijers; fjr(~~

of or marten. The inhabitaffis of the island

assured me, that when the male is in heat it.

1111s a very strong smell like musk. When

.1 stuffed the skin %%inch is in the royal gardenc
I did not discover any bar, nor dd I find any

odoriferous smell. .1 rercd two si!niIai a ni

nuiI., the one at Cochinchi na. and another i

the Phiilippi;c Islands; they were both r.a!rs

t had them very you fig" and kept thni about

two or three months, in which time th@v had

hecon'ic pretty familiar. I never und any

hag' in the parts you spcak of, but only ob

srved that their excrements had the saw,.-,

a those of our marten. They eat ITesb

and fruits, but preferred the latter, and were

xcecdingly partial to bananas, which they

devoured with voracity. This is a very wild

animal, and difficult to tame; though taken

'vizeri very young, yet it preserved the look and

charaeer of ferocity, which ppared to

snuwwh;tt extraordinary in an anrnn1 who

ftcds by preference ou fruits. 'Fiie eye ofthe

n-mw reprcsezits a large black. bc, "C0111

pari-zoo
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