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NATURAL HISTORY. 7

tugueze in India, called serval (says P. Vin-
cent-Marie) is a ferocious animal, larger than
the wild cat, and something less than the civet,
from which last he differs by his head being
rounder and thicker, and his facesinking in
about the middle. TITe resembles the panther
in the colour of his hair, which is yellow on
the head, back, and sides, and white under the
belly 5 also by the spots, which are distinct,
equally distributed, and a little less than those
of the panther. His eyes arc very briiliant 5
his whiskers arc composed of long and stiff
bristles; his tail is short ; his fect large, and
armed with long and hooked claws. He is
found in the mountains of India ; he is seldomn
seen on the ground, but remains almost conti-
nually on high trees, where he catches birds,
which are his principal food. e leaps as nim-
bly as a monkey, and goes from one tree to
another with such address and agilityand pass-
es over a great space in so shert a time, that
he may be said only to appear and disappear ¢
he is ferocious in his pature, but flees at the
sight of man, unless irritated, or his nest at-
tacked, when he flies at the offender, and bites
and tears nearly like the panther.
Neither captivity,nor good nor bad treatment,
will tame or soften the ferocity of this animal.
That
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