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NATURAT, HISTORY. 1]

suaded, that the two described by Fabri, arc
only the same animal, of which the first isthe
niale, and the second thbe female. This error
could only have been discovered by such a
chance as we had of examining both the male
and the female together. Of all animals
whose skins arce spotited, the robe of the male
ocelot ( fi. 180) is certainly the most beautiful,
and most elegantly varied. Even the skin of
the Icopard does not come near it for the live-
liness of its colours, and the regularity of its
marks : and far lessthose of the jaguar, panther,
and ounce. T'he colours of the female ocelot
are much weaker, and the design less regular ;
and thisapparent ditderence it was that deceived
Recehi, Fabri, and others,and was the occasion
of their censidering them as different specices.
When the ocelot has arrived at its full
growth, he is, according to Bolivar, two feet
and a half high, and about four fect long.
The tail, though of a good length, docs not
touch the ground when hanging down, and
conscquently 1s not more than two feet long.
'This animal is very voracious, but af the same
time exceedingly timid. He seldow attacks the
human species, and is tervified at the sight of
a dog. When pursued, he flics to the forests,
and climbs up a tree for safety, where he al<o

sleeps
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