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the best. There are two species ofthem, and

some authors even make three.*" This is all

Aristotle says concerning the thos, and he

speaks still less about the panther ; for he

men-tionsit but in one single passage in the 35th

chapter of the sixth book of his History of

Animals, and there says,
" the panther pro

duces four young ones at a time, which are

horn with their eyes shut like young wolves."

By comparing these passages with that ofHo

mer, and other Greek authors, it seems almost

certain, that the thos of Aristotle is the great

jackal, and that the panther is the little jackal,

or the ad ii. We find, that he admits the ex

istence of two species of thos, and that lie

speaks of the panther but once, and that when

treating of the thos. It is therefore very pro

bable, that this panther is the small thos; and

this probability seems to become almost a cer

tainty by the testimony of Oppian, who places

the panther among the number of small ani

inals, such as the cat and dormice.

Thus, then, the thos is the jackal, and

the panther the adil, and whether they make

two different species, or but one, it is certain

that every thing which the ancients have

said of the thos, or panther, applies to the

jackal
'' Arist. Hist. Anirn.
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