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NATURAL ISTORY. 91

to be the same animal, was, according to him,
as thick again as a fox ; its back was crooked ;
its legs short; ifs belly almost trailing on
the ground; and its tail of @ middling length
tufted towards the end. All agree that this
animal is a native of the most northern parts
of Europe, Asia, and America. Gmelin is the
only onc who aflirms, that it travels even into
laot countries. But this assertion appears very
dubious, if not absolutely false. Gmelin, like
many other naturalists, has perhaps con-
founded the hymna of the South, with the
slutton of the North, which bear some resem-
blance in their natural habits, especially that
of voracity; but in every other respect they
are entirely different.

The legs of the glutton are not formed for
runuing ; he cannot even walk except slowly 3
but cunning supplics the deficiency of swift-
ness. Ilc conceals himself to watch for his
prey; and to scize it with greater security
hie climbs up trees, from which he darts even
on the clk and rein-decr, and fastens himself
so strongly with his claws and tecth on their
backs that all their efforts cannot remove Lim.
The poor animal thus attacked, in vain flies
with its uimost speed, in vain rubs himsclf
against trees, to obtain deliverance from this
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