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NATURAL IIISTORY. 57

fence, and sends forth sucha horrid stench, that
it is dangerous for men or dogs to approach it.
Its urine is apparently infected with this nau-
scous vaj our, but which does not seem habitval
to it. < I had one of these animals sent me
from Surinam, (says Seba) which I kept alive
in my sarden during the summer; I fastened
it with a small chain; it never attempted to
injure any person; and when propeily fed 1t
might be managed like a little dog. 1t bur-
rowed in the carth with its snout, assisted by
its two fore-paws, the claws of which were
long, and turned backwards: in the day-time
it concealed itseif in the hole it had dug; at
night it came out, and after having cleaned 1t-
self it continued constantly running back-
wards and forwards, as far as its chain weuld
permit. It only cat as much food as would
satisfy its hunger ; it never touched flesh nor
bread, but seemed principally fond of cater-
pillars, spiders, worms, &c. One morning,
towards the end of autumn, it was found dead,
unquestionably from not being able to eadure
the cold. The hair along its back was of a
deep chesnut; its ears were short, the fore-
part of its bead round, and of a lishter colour
than that on the back ; on the belly it was
yellow. Its tail was of a middling length,
¢overed with a brown and shert hair,annulated
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