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S8 BUFFON’s

with small rings.”  Although the description
and figure given by Scba agrees with that of
Hernandes, we must, however, doubt their
both being the same animal, since Scbha does
not make any mention of its detestable scent ;
and it is difficult to conceive it possible for
him to have kept such a stinking animal a
whole summer in his garden, without speak-
ing of the inconvenience that would arise from
such a circumstance; and we might suppose
that the animal described by Seba was a differ-
ent one from that mentioned by Hernandes;
this suspicion, which at first sight scems to be
well founded, must be entirely obviated, when
it is known that this animal only sends forth
this infectious scent when pursued or offended ;
and it has likewise been caught and tamed by
many people in America.

Among the above four kinds of stinkards,
which we distinguish by the names of the
squash, or potot, conepate, chinch, or skink,
and zorille: thetwo last belong to the warmest
parts of South America, and may possibly be
no more than two varieties, and not different
species. The two first are of the temperatc
climate of New Spain, Louisiana, Carolina,
&c. and seem to be distinct and different spe-
cies from the others; particularly the squash,
which has the peculiar character of having
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