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ouly four claws on the fore-feet, whereas all the
rcstl have five. But in other respects these
animals are all nearly alike, they have the same
instinct, the same offensive scent, and only
differ in size, and in the colour and length of
the hair. The squash is of a pretty uniform
brown colour, and its tail is not tufted like the
rest.  The conepate ( fig. 137) has five white
stripes on a black ground, running longitudi-
ially from the head to the tail. The skink,
or chinch, ( fig. 185) is white on the back, and
black on the sides, but quite black on the
head, excepting a white streak from the nape
of the ncck to the forehead ; its tail is tufted
and cloathed with very long white hairs, mix-

cd with some of a black colour.
The zorille, ( fig. 188) which is also called
 mauripita, is still smaller, and has a beautiful
tail, asbushy as that of the chinch, from which
he difters however in the disposition of the co-
bours on his coat. Ile has several long white
streaks, which run longitudinally from the
head to the middle of the back, on a black
ground, and others which pass transversely
over the loins, the crupper, and the insertion
of the tail, one half of which is black and the
other white, whereas the back of the chinch

is nearly all the same colour.

Kalm, speaking of this animal, says, ¢¢ one
of
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