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NATURAL IIISTORY . 47

leming (says he) is of the shape of a mouse,

but has a shorter tail: his body is ahout five
inches long, and is covered with fine hair of
various colours. The extremity of the npper
part of the head, the neck and shoulders are

biack, and the rest of the body is reddish, inter-

mixed with small black spots of various figures

excepting the tail, which is brown, and not
above halfan inch long. Some of them have
red bairsaboutthe mouth,resembling whiskers,
six of which are considerably longer than the
rest. The mouth is small, and the upper lip
divided like the squirrel. Two sharp, incisive,
and crooked teeth, shoot from the upper jaw,
the roots of which penetrate to the orbit of the
eyes: in the lower jaw they have teeth con-
formable to the upper; a little distance from
these on each side are placed three grinders.

The tongue is pretty large, and extends to the
exiremity of the incisive teeth. The remains
of the food found in the throat of this animal,
induces us to imagine he ruminates. The
eyes are little and black ; the ears round and
inclining towards the neck ; the lcgs before
are shorter than those behind ; the feet arc
cloathed with hair, and armed with five very
sharp and crooked claws ; the middle claw is

the longest and the fifth is like the spur of a
cock,
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