http://www.geology.19thcenturyscience.org/books/1808-Buffon/README.htm

NATURAL HISTORY. 49

ance would be, calmly suffer the living torrent
to pass over, which it does without further da-
mage; and if they meet with a stack of hay
or corn, they gnaw their way throueh. Hap-
pily, however, they never enter an house to
destroy the provisions, but consume cvery
root and vegetable that they meet, and lay
waste every garden, meadow, or field of corn
that comes in their way. 1If a man ventures
to attack one of them, the little animal is no
way intimidated by the disparity of strength,
but furiously flies up at his opponent, and
wherever he fastens, it is not easy to make him
quit his hold; and when thus attacked they
have a kind of bark somewhat like that of
little dogs.

An encmy so numerous and destructive,
would soon render the countries where they
appear utterly usinhabitable, did it not fortu-
natcly happen, that the same rapacity that
animates them to destroy the labours of man-
kind, at least impels them to destroy cach
other. After commiding incredible devasta-
tions, they at last separate info two armies,
opposed with deadly hatred, along the coasts
of the larger lakes and rivers. The Laplanders,
who observe them thus drawn up, instead of
considering their mutual animositicsas a happy
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